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habit, the preservation of the Khilafat and the protection of the
cow, the healing of the Punjab wounds, the restoration of our
traditional culture to its rightful place and the introduction, in every
home, of the spinning-wheel to take its place along with the oven.
How can women stand aside from a movement which is in-
spired by such great hopes? I have, thrcrefore, been requesting
women to come forward and take part in it. It is these hopes,
I think, which have roused women throughout the country.
But should I, trusting to this enthusiasm, advise women to go
to jail? I feel that I cannot do otherwise. If I did not encourage
them to do so, that would be a reflection on my faith in them.
Ayajna is incomplete without women taking part in it. Fearless-
ness is just as essential for women as it is for men. I thought,
therefore, that it would be good if women give their signatures and
get used to the idea of going to jail. It also occurred to me that
if women ceased being frightened by the thought of jail, it would
be easier for men to court arrest.
But just as I have a responsibility, so also have these sisters
who have made a beginning.   Having given their signatures, they
should start work.   Women can picket liquor shops.   Customers
will surely be put to shame by their presence.   If any women
want to take up this work,   they  will   have   to   carry  wooden
plates round their necks1, like Abbas Saheb.  They will also have to
find out the homes of drink-addicts and persuade them to abstain*
I would first suggest to the women that they should postpone the
picketing of liquor shops for the present and start going round to
sell khadi.  Pure khadi is not available in all khadi shops.  More-
over, those who have not so far thought about swadeshi will not go
to these shops and will wear khadi only if it is taken to their
doors.   If women carry khadi with them, they can display it and
thus tempt even those who wear foreign cloth or mill-made cloth
to buy it*   They should go from house to house and sell khadi.
They should also keep a stock of khadi caps and sell these.   As
they go about doing this, they will lose their fear and the Govern-
ment then will feel impelled to arrest them.   As Itfng as the work
does not affect the Government's revenues nor increase the people's
strength in any way, it will not arrest women.   Besides, it will be
more fitting if women think of going to jail after they have de-
veloped capacity for organized work.
I also hope that women will fulfil the conditions of the pledge
they have taken.   I believe that they will remain peaceful and
1 Vide "Nadiad's Effort" in the succeeding item*